
Jane's Walk in Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Streets and ‘Secret’ Pathways of Kolomna District 
http://www.janeswalk.net/ 
May 6, 2012, 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
From Sennaja to Kolomna 
Route Map 
Meeting point -- square in front of the metro station Sennaja Ploshad' (blue line), look for a person 
with the Jane's Walk table. 
  
Petersburgers are renowned for the passion they devote to strolling and exploring their beautiful, 
unique city, the former capital of the Russian Empire founded a little over 300 years ago by Peter 
the Great. In recent years, however, the city's newfound economic wealth has led to unrestrained 
"redevelopment" that threatens not only the city's architectural heritage (nominally protected by 
UNESCO), but also its livability and walkability for ordinary citizens. 
  
The Petersburg Jane's Walk in 2012 is organized for the second time by Sunday Cafe, an informal 
group of activists, sociologists, urbanists, local history buffs, and flaneurs that has been conducting 
walks (mostly to parts of the city usually ignored by tourists and residents alike) once a week for 
the past three years. 
  
In 2011, the Jane's Walk was organized in St. Petersburg in one of the best districts from the point 
of view of walkability – Petrograd Side (see the report here). But nevertheless, we have founded 
many problems. Firstly, automobiles now clog its thoroughfares from dawn to dusk, and the 
absence of parking facilities means that when they're not jamming the streets, they're often as not 
parked on sidewalks and in the city's beloved inner courtyards. Secondly, when they're not dodging 
cars, Petersburg's pedestrians have to make their way through a maze of street-level billboards, 
which have sprung up like mushrooms all over the city, and a myriad of building sites. Thirdly, 
there are many senseless fences and permanent “hoardings”, which mark the territories’ belonging 
to different municipal and private organizations, but ignore the pedestrians’ ways. Fourthly, 
developers have targeted the city's green spaces for new construction, leaving Petersburgers with 
even fewer places to stroll and relax. Finally, the city's once-mighty tram network has mostly been 
dismantled to make room for cars. 
  
In the spirit of the international Jane's Walk movement, on May 6 we will be leading the second 
walk through the city's Kolomna. It is a historical district, which is an interesting mixture of the old 
abandoned houses and streets contrasting with the new fashionable restaurants, hotels and 
buildings partly reconstructed in the recent times. Aside the walkability of the streets, we will also 
study the yards, squares and play grounds with the question of how the citizens and municipalities 
are using the public spaces. Therefore, the route will go not on the main streets, but on the small 
‘secret’ pathways used by the locals. We plan to photograph what we find and publish a short 
summary of our findings on the Jane's Walk web site. 
  
For more information on the Petersburg Jane's Walk, please contact: 
Alexandra Tesakova +7 (905) 204-68-08 
Andrey Kudrjashov +7 (950) 046-59-48 
Oleg Pachenkov, +7 (921) 997-29-76 
Dmitry Vorobyev, EU4Utravel@gmail.com 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/347435705311081/ 
http://www.cisr.ru/news_344.html 

 


