
 

Urban design institute “Sreda”  
and Center for independent social research (CISR)  

 
CALL FOR APPLICATION  
for the participation in the 

RESEARCH LAB: 
 

«Is it, or is it not?...  
Regeneration and gentrification in St. Petersburg» 

Gentrification, the market-led upgrading of residential neighborhoods which goes hand in 
hand with the displacement of its poorer residents, has been a core-issue of “western” urban 
studies for decades. It is now experienced in cities across the world and has been the subject 
of a wide array of empirical studies. At the same time, the different aspects of gentrification 
have remained a major theoretical battleground between different theoretical approaches and a 
variety of theories have been employed to grasp the multi-faceted character of this process. 

The Lab brings this field of urbanism to St. Petersburg. Thereby, the Lab combines academic 
and applied work. On the one hand, the Lab includes seminar work and training on major 
theoretical concepts as well as recent debates on the study of gentrification. On the other 
hand, students will undertake actual empirical research and study regeneration projects in St. 
Petersburg. On this basis, we will produce reports which shed light on current regeneration 
activities in St. Petersburg and provide proposals for their improvement.  

The Lab will be led by Dr. Matthias Bernt  
supported by Oleg Pachenkov (Sreda / CISR) & Lilia Voronkova (Sreda / CISR).  
 
Matthias Bernt is an urban scholar working at the Leibniz Institute for Regional Development 
and Structural Planning in Berlin (Germany). He has studied gentrification for decades and 
published extensively on this subject. Currently Mr. Bernt is doing a comparative research 
project on the relations of gentrification and public policies. 

The lab will work over the course of altogether s seven weeks (94 hours), from 27th t May till 
10th July 2015 in St.-Petersburg (on the 21st of May Prof. D. Mathias Bernt will give a 
public lecture that is a part of the entire Lab-classes too).  

The Lab starts with theory-work. For this, we provide a corpus of key texts which students 
are required to read at home. The seminars will focus on discussion and especially on 
bringing theories developed abroad into a relation to empirical realities in St. Petersburg. 
Reading, asking and discussing are essential preconditions for making this part of the Lab 
work. In the second part, we will do field research: study regeneration projects in the 
“Konyushennaya” – neighborhood, and analyze both their functioning and their impact on 
socio-spatial segregation. 

The tuition fee for the participation in the Lab is 10 000 RUB.  Participants will receive 
certificates of attendance by “Sreda” Institute and CISR.   

More details about the Territory of research: 
http://gov.spb.ru/gov/otrasl/c_econom/programma-sohraneniya-i-razvitiya-dvuh-territorij-
istoricheskogo-centr/ ; http://www.online812.ru/2012/12/04/001/  ; 
http://www.online812.ru/2012/10/12/008/  ; http://www.rg.ru/2013/11/07/reg-
szfo/rasselenie.html  
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